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*OGC Has Reviewed*
Acting Chief, Fiscal Division 12 April 195k

Comptroller
Office of Genmeral Counsel

Butitlement &'q to Transportation 25X1A%a
of Motorized Kieyclg Paid vy Goverrmant .

Your Memorandum dated 1 April 195

1. mmmmmt&mepmm of this office
as to vhether M ¢ entitled to having his motorized
bicycle transported from 25X1Aba

&bimlewhmiﬂandasmimw “household” or “personal
effects,” within the meaning of section 5{(a)(1)(C), or, 'by impli-~

cation, as en "sutomobile" within the of section S{a){}),
of the Central Intelligence Agency Act of . In your memorandum

you directed our attention to an wzblialwi decision of the
Comptroller Qeneral, B-88687, dated 29 Decembder 1949, in which
the holding was that a motorized bicycle cannot be considered as an

s " ibem of "household Wﬂ vhen shipped in losa than carloed shipments.'
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2. The motorized bicycls shipye& by B vos &  25X1A92

- "*Hew Hudsou' bicycle to vhich a 'Minimétor' friction engin.had

mammmmmwtmofmm It vas

not ahtxmd ss part of a carlosd of I effects. Sub- 25X1A9a
. , with the motor attached, ' ,
detached the motor 2°X1A%
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-mwumau&o.‘ His requast tlat the cost of the
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that the cost of this shipment, in the ssount of fifty-two dollars ’
and seventy-five cents (452. e e borne by . 25X1A%a

3. mmmmuimmrmmumm
the prectice among common carriers of classifying an item of this
vature &8 & motorized bicycle Yor purposes of shipment, not as an
item of household goods. This offfce has conducted an informal
check with reil end stesmship offices in the Washington ares and
is apprised that such s prectice is the prevailing one in the
industry. This check further revealed thst peither can such an -
item as & motorized bicyele be included smong one's personal ef-
fects for purposes of shipment. Additionally we are informally
advised by the GAO that moborized bicycles are not considered to
fall vithin the meaning of the CIA Act of 1949, if shipped in less

‘w;mmmmmmmg;mmmms '
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k. As an aside, and for your informetion, a “Minimotor’ is
one-half horse pwwer gascline engine which is gttachable to the
rear vheel of an cadinary bicycle to serve as a substitute for
the leg power of the rider. Ve are 80 sdvised by the College
Park Cycle & Sport Shop, College Park, Maryland (5010 Bervyn Roed;
Tower 9-5680). Should there be any doubt as to the operative effect
of attaching such a motor to & bicycle, it seems clear that such

]

5. Section 5{a)(h) of the Cemtral Inteiligence Agency Act
specifically provides for the shipment of & "privetely owned
autcmibile” of an employee of this Agency in certain circumstances
not relevant here. Vbhatever might have been the thinking behind
this statute which resulted in restricting its terms to that of
an automobile, as opposed to an mrtomdblle or means of conveyance,
it was 50 restricted and this term begs of no enlargement or
definition which could include the type of vehicle here under
digcussion.

6. From the above, it is the dpinion of this affice that 2°X A%
attachment shipped at Government expense
from by dr. I should have been shipped, if
et all, at his private expense. There follows that appropriste ad-
minigtrative action should be underteken looking to the reimbursement
of the Govermment in the amount of fifty-two dollars and seventy-
five cents {$52.75).
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